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[Sept. 21, 



The following papers were presented through the Secre- 
taries: 

" Ibrahim Nuhi'c, ein Guslarenlied der Hercegovina," by Dr. 
Frederick S. Krauss (Vienna). 

" Action of the Gas from As, O s and HNO, upon m- Oxy- 
benzoic Acid" by Prof. Edgar F. Smith (Wittenberg College, 
Springfield, Ohio). 

" The Cretaceous and Tertiary Geology of the Sergipe 
Alagoas Basin of Brazil," by Prof. John C. Branner (Little 
Eock, Arkansas). 

On motion the paper of Dr. Branner was referred to a Com- 
mittee of three to examine and report if desirable for the 
Transactions. 

The Chairman appointed Messrs. Heilprin, Leidy and Rand 
as such committee. 

Mr. Phillips, delegate for the Society to the celebration of 
the 800th anniversary of the foundation of University of 
Bologna, presented an oral report. 

Pending nomination 1180 was read. 

And the Society was adjourned by the presiding member. 



Stated Meeting, September 81, 1888. 

Present, 3 members. 

President, Mr. Fraley, in the Chair. 

The Indiana Society of Civil Engineers and Surveyors, 
Bemington, Indiana, requested to be placed on the exchange 
list; on motion it was ordered that it should be so placed. 
Letters of acknowledgment for 127 were read as follows: 
Prof. Franz. Ritter v. Hauer, Vienna ; Gesellschaft fur Erd- 
kunde, Berlin ; Dr. Paul Albrecht, Hamburg ; Naturhisto- 
rische Gesellschaft, Hannover ; Verein fur Thiiringische Ge- 
schichte und Alterthumskunde, Jena ; Dr. C. A. Dohrn, Stet- 
tin ; Prof. Remi Sime"on, Socie"te de Geographie, Paris ; Prof. 
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Lucien Adam, Rennes ; Royal Society, Royal Institution, Royal 
Astronomical, Meteorological, Statistical Societies, Linnean 
Society, Society of Antiquaries, Victoria Institute, Science and 
Art Department, Mr. William Blades, Prof. William Orookes, 
London ; Cambridge Philosophical Society, University Library, 
Mr. J. C. Adams, Prof. J. P. Postgate, Cambridge ; Manchester 
Literary and Philosophical Society ; Sir Henry Ackland, M.D., 
Oxford ; Sir William Thomson, Glasgow ; Mr. Everard F. im 
Thurn, British Guiana ; Geological and Natural History Sur- 
vey, Dr. A. R. C. Selwyn, Ottawa ; University of Toronto ; 
Historical and Scientific Society, Winnipeg ; Portland Society 
of Natural History, Maine Historical Society, Portland ; New 
Hampshire Historical Society, Concord ; Northern Academy 
of Arts and Sciences, Prof. Charles H. Hitchcock, Hanover, 
N. H.; Mass. Historical Society, State Library of Massachu- 
setts, American Academy of Arts and Sciences, Boston Society 
of Natural History, Mr. Stephen P. Sharpless, Hon. Robert C. 
Winthrop, Boston ; Harvard College Library, Museum of Com- 
parative Zoology, Profs. Alexander Agassiz, Joseph Love- 
ring, J. D. Whitney, Mr. Robert N. Toppan, Cambridge ; Free 
Public Library, New Bedford ; Dr. Pliny Earle, Northampton ; 
Essex Institut, Salem ; American Antiquarian Society, Wor- 
cester; Brown University, Providence; Franklin Society, 
Rhode Island Historical Society, Prof. Thomas Chase, Provi- 
dence, R. I.; Prof. W. LeConte Stevens, Brooklyn ; Society of 
Natural Sciences, Buffalo ; Prof. Edward North, Clinton ; Prof. 
B. G. Wilder, Ithaca ; Astor Library, N. Y. Academy of Medi- 
cine, N. Y. Historical Society, N. Y. Hospital Library, Uni- 
versity of the City of New York, General H. L. Abbot, Dr. 
Joel A. Allen, Capt. Richard Somers Hayes, Dr. J. S. New- 
berry, Mr. R. W. Raymond. 

Accessions to the Library were announced from Prof. Serge 
Nikitin, St. Petersburg; Physiologische Gesellschaft, Berlin; 
Socie'te' Zoologique de France, Marquis de Nadaillac, Paris; 
Royal Society, Editors of " Nature," London ; Penzance Natu- 
ral History and Antiquarian Society, Plymouth ; Geological 
and Natural History Survey of Canada, Montreal; Boston 
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Society of Natural History ; American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, Cambridge ; Essex Institute, Salem ; Connecticut 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, New Haven ; Dr. J. S. New- 
berry, New York ; College of Pharmacy, Prof. E. D. Cope, 
Mr. Henry Phillips, Jr., Philadelphia ; Prof. Ira Eemsen, Bal- 
timore ; Smithsonian Institution, "Washington, D. C. ; Univer- 
sity of California, Berkeley, Cal.; Dr. J. J. Stevenson, New 
York City; Vassar Brothers' Institute, Poughkeepsie ; Oneida 
Historical Society, Utica; Prof. Henry M. Baird, Yonkers; 
U. S. Military Academy, "West Point ; Eev. J. F. Garrison, 
Camden ; New Jersey Historical Society, Newark ; Prof. Geo. 
H. Cook, New Brunswick ; Prof. C. A. Young, Princeton ; Dr. 
Bobert H. Alison, Ardmore ; Rev. Joseph A. Murray, Carlisle ; 
Dr. Traill Green, Prof. Thomas C. Porter, Easton ; Mr. An- 
drew S. McCreath, Harrisburg ; Haverford College, Profs. 
Lyman B. Hall, Allen C. Thomas, Haverford College ; Mr. 
John Fulton, Johnstown; Linnean Society, Lancaster; Mr. 
Peter Rothermel, Linrleld; Mr. John F. Carll, Pleasantville; 
Mr. V. "W. Sheafer, Pottsville ; Lackawanna Institute of His- 
tory and Science, Scranton ; Mr. M. Fisher Longstreth, Sharon 
Hill; Philosophical Society, Mr. Philip P. Sharpies, Hon. 
"Washington Townsend, "West Chester ; Wyoming Historical 
and Geological Society, "Wilkes-Barre ; Academy of Natural 
Sciences, Numismatic and Antiquarian Society, College of 
Physicians, Engineers' Club, Franklin Institute, Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania, Profs. John Ashhurst, Jr., F. A. 
Genth, F. A. Genth, Jr., H. V. Hilprecht, M. H. Haupt, 
H. Carvill Lewis, John M. Maisch, Geo. Inman Riche", James 
Tyson, W. P. Wilson, Revs. F. A. Muhlenberg, H. Clay 
Trumbull, Drs. J. H. Brinton, Persifor Frazer, "W. W. Keen, 
Morris Longstreth, Isaac Norris, Charles A. Oliver, Ruschen- 
berger, "William H. "Wahl, Messrs. R. L. Ashhurst, Cadwal- 
ader Biddle, Charles Bullock, Isaac Burk, Thomas M. Clee- 
mann, Patterson DuBois, Jacob B. Eckfeldt, Philip C. Garrett, 
Frederick Graff, J. S. Harris, "W. W. Jefferis, Benj. Smith Ly- 
man, C. Stuart Patterson, Henry Pemberton, Samuel "W. Pen- 
nypacker, Theo. D. Rand, G. B. Roberts, L. A. Scott, Coleman 



1888.] 203 

Sellers, Aubrey H. Smith, W. P. Tatham, Richard Wood, 
Com. E. Y. McCauley, Philadelphia ; Mr. William M. Canby, 
Wilmington, Del.; U. S. Naval Institute, Annapolis; Johns 
Hopkins University, Maryland Institute for the Promotion of 
the Mechanic Arts, Baltimore ; Smithsonian Institution, Library 
of the Surgeon-General's Office, U. S. Geological Survey, Sig- 
nal Office, War Department, Col. William Ludlow, Geu. Mont- 
gomery C. Meigs, Col. Garrick Mallery, Prof. J. H. C. Coffin, 
Messrs. Albert S. Gatschet, Charles V. Riley, Charles A. 
Schott, William B. Taylor, Washington, D.C. ; Leander Mc- 
Cormick Observatory, Prof. J. N. Mallet, University of Vir- 
ginia; Elisha Mitchell Scientific Society, Chapel Hill, N. C. ; 
Elliott Society of Science and Art, Charleston ; University of 
South Carolina, Columbia ; Georgia Historical Society, Savan- 
nah ; University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa ; Prof. E. W. Clay- 
pole, Akron, 0.; Cincinnati Observatory, Prof. James M. Hart, 
Cincinnati; Dennison University, Granville, 0.; Rev. Henry 
S. Osborn, Oxford, 0.; Prof. Edgar F. Smith, Springfield ; Dr. 
Robert Peter, Lexington, Ky. ; Tennessee Philosophical So- 
ciety, Columbia; Profs. Henry S. Frieze, Alexander Winchell, 
Ann Arbor, Mich.; Prof. Daniel Kirkwood, Bloomington, Ind.; 
University of Illinois, Champaign ; Chicago Academy of Sci- 
ence, Chicago Historical Society, Newberry Library, Chicago; 
Rantoul Literary Society, Rantoul, 111. ; Prof. John C. Branner, 
Little Rock, Ark.; Davenport (Iowa) Academy of Natural 
Sciences ; State Historical Society of Wisconsin, Madison ; 
State Historical Society, Washburn College, Topeka, Kans.; 
Colorado Scientific Society, Denver ; University of California, 
Profs. John and Joseph LeConte, Berkeley, California. 

The deaths of the following members were announced : 

Prof. Richard A. Proctor (born, September 3, 1837 ; died, 
September 12, 1888). 

Mr. John Price Wetherill (born, April 4, 1828 ; died, Sep- 
tember 17, 1 888). 

On motion, the President was authorized to appoint a suita- 
ble person to prepare the usual obituary notice of Mr. Weth- 
erill. 
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The President reported that, pursuant to the request of the 
Society, he had appointed Dr. D. G. Brinton to prepare an 
obituary notice of the late Philip H. Law, and Prof. Lesley 
that of the late H. Carvill Lewis. 

A paper by Dr. H. A. Hare was presented for the Transac- 
tions entitled, "The Pathology, Clinical History and Diag- 
nosis of Diseases of the Mediastinum other than those of the 
Heart and Aorta ; " which, on m6tion, was referred to Drs. 
Ruschenberger, Allen, and Sharp, as a committee to examine 
and report thereon. 

Pending nomination 1180 was read. 

The President reported that he had received and paid over 
to the Treasurer $1133.07 interest due July 1, 1888, from the 
Michaux legacy. 

And the Society was adjourned by the President. 



James Curtis Booth, Ph.D., LL.D. By Patterson DuBois, Philadelphia. 

(Bead before the American Philosophical Society, October 5, 18S8.) 

The life of the individual, like the history of a people, is generally- 
divisible into a more or less well-markt series of epochs or periods. The 
life of Dr. Booth falls naturally into three such divisions, each quite dis- 
tinct in kind, yet all animated by the same principles of intellectual ac- 
quirement, the same moral of motive, the same love of learning, the same 
ardor in teaching, the same activity in business, the same hearty devotion 
to the bettering and uplifting of his feilow-men. 

The first period in the career of James Curtis Booth was his preparatory 
or student life. For convenience' sake, we must include here the record 
of his parenlage and birth. He was born in Philadelphia, July 28, 1810. 
His father was George Booth, of New Castle, Delaware ; his mother was 
Ann Bolton, daughter of John and Eleanor Bolton, of Chestertown, 
Maryland. 

After his preliminary schooling in Philadelphia and at the seminary of 
Hartsville, Bucks County, Pa., he entered the University of Pennsylvania, 
where he was graduated in 1829. He subsequently spent a year at the 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, N. Y. But the great bent of his 
mind was for chemistry ; and chemistry to him was a thing beyond mere 
theory ; it had for him a meaning quite apart from the beauties of black- 
board demonstrations and of symbolized reactions. His great thought 
was to find in the laboratory a miniature factory ; in the factory a mam- 



